
SE UPLIFT’S ORIGIN—1968 

The Story According to Oregonian Articles 

 

In 1968, community activists asked the Portland City Council to create a 

community revitalization organization for SE Portland similar to the Model Cities 

Program in northeast Portland. Of course, the process included some controversy. 

While, the initial proposal to include SE Portland as part of the federal Model 

Cities Program was not adopted, the Portland City Council did approve the 

creation of a separate “comprehensive improvement program” for SE Portland. 

Portland Mayor Terry Schrunk said he hoped the SE Uplift office would become 

“’a little city hall,’ where residents could bring ideas and receive information.” The 

initial plan called for the SE Uplift office to be open in the evenings to 

“accommodate the public.” 

Southeast Uplift’s first office, staffed by the Portland Development Commission 

(now Prosper Portland), opened in September 1968 at 4316 SE Hawthorne Blvd.  

The attached articles tell some of the story: 

• February 6, 1968:    “Southeast Group Shuns Local ‘Uplift’ Proposal” 

• February 8, 1968:   “Council to Go Ahead With Model Cities Program 

Despite Protests” 

• February 16, 1968:  “SE Plan Rejected by Council” 

• February 16, 1968:  “Bowes Praises Case Offered by SE Group” 

• April 3, 1968:   “SE ‘Uplift’ Project Officially Launched” 

• May 5, 1968:   “Mayor Picks Uplift Group” 

• May 22, 1968:   “SE Portland Group, City Clash Over Agency 

Request” 

• July 11, 1968:   “City Official Scores OEA” 

• Sept. 7, 1968:  “Group Slates Open House” 
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